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The episode of the Kabeiroi is as mysterious as nearly
everything concerning them—these dwarfish culture-daemons,
smiths and miners apparently,1 like the dwarfs of German
mythology, worshipped with secret " mysteries " at back-
ward and " Pelasgian " Samothrace 2 and, in a subordinate
position to the Olympian gods, in many parts of Greece.3
This part of the story is probably a " sacred legend " telling
how the Kabeiroi became established in Miletos, and linking
the event, whether with any justification we cannot possibly
tell, with an important crisis in Milesian history. They
obviously belong, as Herodotos explicitly says, to a pre-
Olympian stratum in Greek religion. That they should
possess fetishes concealed in an Ark, like the "sacred things "
of Israel, is not surprising ; and it is worth remarking that in
this story their two priests are given good Anatolian names.4
While Kyme and Kolophon broadened the basis of their
constitutions, in Dorian Knidos a narrow and archaic type
of state lasted long enough to become a curiosity and so to
become known to us ; namely an aristocratic oligarchy of
birth in which not even all adult males of the noble families
were admitted to the government. " For instance if a father
(held the franchise) his son might not, nor if there were
several brothers might they all, but only the eldest." 5 In
short it was an aristocracy of heads of families—a House of
Lords. To us the principle is familiar, but to the Greeks
of the great age so arbitrary a method of selecting one's
1	Hence they are connected with. Hephaistos and Hermes.   As Strabo
points out in his full and sensible note (x, pp. 467-473) on some byways of
Greek religion, they obviously express the same idea as the Cretan and
Rhodian Telchines   and   Idaian  Daktyls.    For their dwarfish shape, see
Hdt. iii, 37.
2	Hdt. ii, 51.    Sayce, in J.H.S. xlv, Suggests a Hittrte origin for them,
comparing the name Kasmilos (Strabo, x, 472:  MSS. Ko/^AAos) by which
the first of them is invoked in an inscription from Imbros with that of Khasa-
milis, a deified early Hittite king, and Kabeiroi with Khabmyas, a Hittite
regiment.
3	Cf. Paus, ix, 25, 6, 7, and Frazer's commentary.
1 Cf. Mennes (N.D. frag. 63), Tennes (Hekataios, frag. 139) ; Tos (Totos),
Teattes, W. M. Ramsay, Asianic Elements in Greek Civilisation, pp. 133,145,
187.
B Ar. Politics, v, 1305&.

